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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent unnecessary heat generation and the 
temperature rise of a fixing device itself and to obtain stable fixing ability 
by dividing a heating surface so that a recording medium having an unfixed 
toner image can be preliminarily heated corresponding to the width of the 
recording medium at a preliminary heating part preliminarily heating the 
recording medium in front of a pair of fixing rollers. 

SOLUTION: The recording medium of preliminarily heated after a recording 
medium width recognizing sensor 7 sets the heating area of a preliminary 
heating plate 4 necessary for preliminary heating. After setting the fixing 
device corresponding to the width 11 of the recording medium, the recording 
medium is preliminarily heated by the plate 4 and carried to a fusion and 
holding part 9 formed by a heat roll 1 and a backup roll 2 while it is shucked 
to the plate 4 by a suction hole 8 for suction. After it passes through the 
holding part 9, it is cooled and the image is fixed. The division slit 6 of 
the plate 4 is cut off or a heat resistor is interposed in the division slit 
part in order to restrain heat from getting away from a heat generating area. 
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